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June 2014 

  

1st Place Winner!!  

For Excellence in Journalism and Graphic Design, 

Winner of the 2011-2012 & 2012-2013 National AAHAM Journal 

Award!!  
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The Illinois AAHAM Board of Directors would 

like to thank each one of you for your  

membership, support and  

participation!!   

We look forward to another year of  

Awesome education and networking  

opportunities!  

 

Doris, Kenny, Chris, Josh, Nancy, Tera, Julie, 

Maria, Rena, Bob, Dave, Donna and CJ  
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Joshua Johnson, CRCP-I   

IL AAHAM 2nd Vice-President 

IL AAHAM  

Lincoln Log  

Editor  
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OQDRHCDMS½R 
Message 

Kenny Koerner, CRCE 

IL Chapter President 

A group of your Illinois AAHAM members attended Washington DC in April to participate with other AAHAM 
members from across the country in some grass roots lobbying on a couple of issues that are affecting our 
healthcare organizations.  I have attended this the past 2 years and have really enjoyed learning about how 
our political process for this great country of ours works in practice.  This year we had John Currier, Doris 
Dickey, CJ Tonozzi, Bill Carlson and myself representing Illinois in the National Legislative Day.  When I am in 
Washington DC each year for this event, I am always reminded of the tremendous amount of service and sac-
rifice that has been given by those that walked before us.  The monuments and the buildings take someone 
like me who just loves history back to the days of our forefathers and makes me think about the individuals 
that stepped up to lead in times of uncertainty.   

 This year, I was fortunate enough to get some great advice from my good friend Luke Gruber, who is currently 
the Iowa AAHAM chapter president.  (For those of you that know Luke, Iôm sure you just said out loud to your-
self, Good Advice from Luke?)  Luke said that a must see on the trip was the Library of Congress.  I had been 
by the Library of Congress many times, but had never gone in for the tour.  So a small group of us decided to 
take some time to take the tour at the Library of Congress one morning.  The building was absolutely amazing 
architecturally.  The detail to craftsmanship really stood out in addition to the feeling of amazement when you 
think of all the great historical figures that had been in the same building that you were standing in. While in 
the Library of Congress, we went to an exhibit area on the early maps of America. I love history, and I was fas-
cinated with how some of the early map makers not only saw the World, but saw America.  We were able to 
view maps that were produced at the initial onset of the colonies, prior to the time that the entire North Ameri-
can region of what is now known as the United States had been claimed by our settlers.  These individuals 
that were able to visualize what would become the United States based upon stories and tales from others in 
order to come up with what they envisioned the land to the west of the Mississippi River to look like, were 
amazingly accurate in their depiction of the country and of the states and their boundaries.   

 I could go on and on about the experiences not only there, but throughout the trip to DCébut one thing that 
really stood out to me upon my return was the maps, and the early map makers drawing these maps based 
upon very little information and much uncertainty as to what the country really looked likeéon the airplane ride 
home, I thought more about my time spent in the Library of Congress and began to thinkéé..Isnôt this similar 
to where we are with the revenue cycle in so many ways?  We are entering unchartered territory with so much 
uncertainty and stories and tales about what our new world will look like in healthcare.  Change is the only 
constant and our ability to visualize where everything will be at the end and to take that end game and to put 
together a plan and a map for our staff to follow will help us to step up, to lead, and to be successful in these 
times of uncertainty.   

 I hope each of you is enjoying the warmth that weôve finally been blessed with!   Hereôs to a great Summer for 
each of you and your families, canôt wait to see you all at the Charles Garvin Memorial golf tourney this        
August!!! 

Kenny Koerner  MBA, CRCE 
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Ron Culberson, MSW, CSP is a speaker, humorist, and author of 
"Do it Well.  Make it Fun. The Key to Success in Life, Death, and 
Almost Everything in Between.ó His mission is to change the 
workplace culture so that organizations are more productive and 
staff are more content.  Ron was also the 2012-2013 president of 
the National Speakers Association. For more information, please 

visit www.RonCulberson.com 

http://www.RonCulberson.com
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